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School Travel Planning Toolkit
Section 1: Get support
Education & Young People, Sustrans Scotland

It’s important to get the whole school 
community on board with your travel 
planning activities. 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/schools/policy-context
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/schools/policy-context
mailto:volunteers-scotland%40sustrans.org.uk?subject=
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3P7Gq8Y9bRk
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3P7Gq8Y9bRk
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3P7Gq8Y9bRk
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3P7Gq8Y9bRk
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKp3Ek7GVE4
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKp3Ek7GVE4
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKp3Ek7GVE4
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Section 2: Gather information
Education & Young People, Sustrans Scotland

Learn from other schools:

Our Healthier Routes School Travel Planning 
in Action films provide a series of examples and 
inspiration from schools around Scotland that 
have successfully implemented travel plans. 

The films show how pupils can take the lead in 
developing active and sustainable school travel 
plans whether your school is in a rural, urban or 
semi–urban location. There are 11 film chapters 
all available on YouTube and an accompanying 
Teacher Guide. 

Get training:

There are a range of training opportunities 
available for school staff, parents and pupils in 
Scotland. Visit Training for schools in Scotland for 
an overview. 

Gather information:

Before deciding what actions you will include 
in your School Travel Plan, it’s a good idea to 
gather information on current travel behaviours 
and to audit your school’s facilities and local 
infrastructure to see if they support active travel.  

•	 Auditing the area around your school
Is your school accessible by walking and cycling 
routes? Do pupils have somewhere safe and 
convenient to park their scooters and bikes? Is 
there traffic calming and/or a car exclusion zone 
around your school? Assess the built environment 
and facilities at your school to see whether they 
support safe active travel. 

•	 Use the Big Street Survey tool
The Big Street Survey enables pupils to 
investigate the area and create a manifesto on 
how to make the streets around your school safer 
and more supportive of active travel. You can do 
the Big Street Survey during the development of 
your School Travel Plan or put it in the plan as an 
action to implement. 

•

https://www.youtube.com/user/ߣߣ��ƵLibrary/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/ߣߣ��ƵLibrary/videos
/sites/default/files/file_content_type/healthier_routes_teacher_guide.pdf
/scotland/schools/training
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqKRWqUYgRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqKRWqUYgRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuy7aTHdEwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZyEeqwWBss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZyEeqwWBss
/scotland/schools/hands-scotland
/scotland/schools/hands-scotland
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School Travel Planning Toolkit
Section 3: Take action
Education & Young People, Sustrans Scotland

There are many different actions you 
can take to support active travel 
at your school. We recommend 
considering a variety of actions 
that work in combination to enable 
active travel through information, 
engagement, policy, and the built 
environment. 

Ensuring that you consider all four of these types 
of actions will strengthen your travel plan. Only 
providing information will likely not be enough to 
get more people active travelling to your school, 
just as providing facilities will not work if people 
aren’t engaged to use them. 

Determining what actions to take:

As outlined in Section 2 of this toolkit, we 
recommend doing an audit of your schools 
facilities and local infrastructure and a survey to 
identify barriers and opportunities to walking, 
cycling and scooting. These will help you to 
identify potential actions for their travel plan. 

Communicating your School Travel Plan:

Different schools communicate and promote 
their travel plan in a variety of ways, including 
brochures, documents, website PDFs, posters, 
school assembly presentations and school 
noticeboard displays. It is up to your school to 
decide which format/s would most effectively 
communicate your travel plan information and 
planned actions to your school community.

Involving pupils in the design of the travel plan is 
a great way to get them involved and produce a 
creative, interesting display. 

Choosing actions to take:•Making linksSchool Travel Plans link into other projects such as Eco–Schools and Active Schools, as well as into the Curriculum for Excellence. See our School Travel Activities Curricular Links resource for a list of active travel related activities that you can run with pupils and an outline of how they support curriculum outcomes. For further guidance see Healthier Routes Section 8: Making Links.•Initiatives for primary schools We have worked in partnership with Living Streets Scotland and Cycling Scotland to �S�U�R�G�X�F�H���D���O�H�D�Ü�H�W���W�K�D�W���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��resources, activities and funding opportunities we offer to help support safer active travel to �\�R�X�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�����<�R�X���F�D�Q���X�V�H���W�K�L�V���O�H�D�Ü�H�W���W�R���Û�Q�G���W�K�H��best options for your school and include them in your travel plan. Working with your Local Authority:Each Local Authority has their own school active travel and road safety approach. This incorporates local school travel planning arrangements and may include local initiatives. Find your Local Authority contact at  w w w . s u s t r a n s . o r g . u k / s c o t l a n d / s c h o o l s / p a r t n e r s h i p s.School Travel Plan template:Our template provides a simple outline for what a school travel plan can include and what it can look like, concentrating on the most important part of a School Travel Plan – the Action Plan.School Travel Planning Toolkit Section 3For further guidance on communicating your school travel plan see Healthier Routes Chapter 9: Spreading the Message.

/scotland/schools/partnerships
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKp3Ek7GVE4
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKp3Ek7GVE4
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School Travel Planning Toolkit Section 3 Curriculum for Excellence Links

Description of 
section

Curriculum 
for Excellence 

links

Learning 
intention

Success 
criteria

Resources Assessment 
criteria

Name of the school LIT 1–26a, 1–06a, 
1–05a

We are learning to 
select ideas and 
relevant information 
and organise these in 
an interesting way.

A good 
understanding 
of how to select 
ideas and relevant 
information and 
organise these in 
an interesting way.

Class resources. Pupils can select 
and organise 
information.

Brief outline of what a travel 
plan is and why the school 
are developing one – overall 
vision.

LIT 1–02a, 1–23a, 
1–28a, 1–29a 
HWB 1–13a

We are learning to 
summarise a topic 
and pull out the most 
important points.

A good outline 
of the travel plan 
summarises what 
a school travel 
plan is and why 
the school is 

s(Class r)1ine 
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Description of 
section

Curriculum 
for Excellence 

links

Learning 
intention

Success 
criteria

Resources Assessment 
criteria

Name of the school LIT 3–26a, 3–06a, 
3–05a

We are learning to 
select ideas and 
relevant information 
and organise these in 
an interesting way.

A good 
understanding 
of how to select 
ideas and relevant 
information and 
organise these in 
an interesting way.

Class resources. Pupils can select 
and organise 
information.

Brief outline of what a travel 
plan is and why the school 
are developing one – overall 
vision.

LIT 3–02a, 3–23a, 
3–28a, 3–29a 
HWB 3–13a

We are learning to 
summarise a topic 
and pull out the most 
important points.

A good outline 
of the travel plan 
summarises what 
a school travel 
plan is and why 
the school is 
developing one.

Healthier Routes 
films Section 
1: Our Journey 
to School and 
Section 2: Why 
don’t We Walk. 
Healthier Routes 
Teacher Guide. 
Choose Another 
Way Booklet.

Pupils can 
verbally or in 
written form 
summarise what 
a school travel 
plan is and why 
the school is 
developing one.

Map of school’s catchment 
area

SOC 3–14a
MTH 3–17b, 3–17c, 
3–18a

We are learning how 
to use a grid system 
to understand a map 
of the school’s area

A clear map of the 
schools shows 
all the relevant 
features and is 
easy to use and 
interpret.

Google maps Pupils can locate 
features in the 
school catchment 
area using the 
grid system.

Promotion activities in the 
school – links/case studies/
facilities in the school

SOC 3–08a We are learning how 
to present writing 
in an attractive and 
legible way.

A good 
understanding of 
how to present 
writing in an 
attractive and 
legible way.

Healthier Routes 
films Section 8: 
Making Links. 
Healthier Routes 
Teacher Guide. 
Choose Another 
Way Booklet.

Pupils can 
present a 
description of the 
school’s facilities/
promotion 
activities in an 
attractive and 
legible way.

Consultation and surveys
– Hands Up Scotl
/SlS 
/Spon anT
EMC 
/Span <</Lang (en-US)/MCID 131216>BDC 
BT
es in aD 13e 



Description of 
section

Curriculum 
for Excellence 

links

Learning 
intention

Success 
criteria

Resources Assessment 
criteria

Doing a survey LIT 3–07a, 3–09a We are learning 
how to use our 
questions to find 
out information from 
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It is important to review your plan 
frequently to see how things are 
progressing, what impact your 
initiatives are having, and what future 
steps you might take. 

Your school travel plan should include an action 
plan that lists each of the actions you are 
committing to run to support active travel at your 
school. In your Action Plan we recommend you 
include a section for each action that outlines 
what your success measures will be for each 
action and what impact it has on active travel 
participation at your school. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcUApDEDzqo&t=110s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcUApDEDzqo&t=110s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivy2aQFkVrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivy2aQFkVrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcUApDEDzqo&t=110s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivy2aQFkVrE
mailto:schools-scotland%40sustrans.org.uk?subject=

