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1 Executive Summary 

This report presents the national level data from the 2012 Hands Up Scotland Survey. It is 

accompanied by an Excel appendix document which presents all data at a national and local 

authority level and is available online from Sustrans' Research and Monitoring Unit1. Hands Up 

Scotland is the largest national dataset in Scotland designed to look at mode of transport to school 

across the country. The survey is funded by Transport Scotland and delivered by Sustrans in 

partnership with Scottish local authorities. Hands Up Scotland was first delivered in 2008 and is 

repeated annually. In each year the question ‘How do you normally travel to school?’ is asked. 

The 2012 Hands Up Scotland Survey has been produced as Official Statistics in Scotland. The 

primary aim of Official Statistics in Scotland is to provide an accurate, up-to-date, comprehensive 

and meaningful picture of the economy and society to support the formulation and monitoring of 

economic and social policies by government and others2. 

 

Summary of results 

In 2012, more than 457,000 pupils from 1,982 schools and 523 nurseries across Scotland responded 

to the Hands Up Scotland Survey (including 76.2% of all state schools in Scotland). 

 

Chart 1-1 Travel modes at a national level, excluding nursery schools (2012) 

 

                                                
1 http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/scotland/scotland/what-we-do/schools-and-universities/hands-scotland-2012 
2 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/NatStats 
3 Park and stride to school means that pupils are driven part of the way to school by car and walk the rest of the way 
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http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/scotland/scotland/what-we-do/schools-and-universities/hands-scotland-2012
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/scotland/scotland/what-we-do/schools-and-universities/hands-scotland-2012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/NatStats


 

2 Hands Up Scotland 2012 National Results Summary May 2013 

Active travel 

49.7% of pupils surveyed in 2012 said that they normally travel to school in an active way without 

any form of motorised transport (walking, cycling, and using a scooter or skate board): 

 Walking was the most frequent form of travel with 45.1% of pupils saying that they normally 

walk to school [Table 4-3, Chart1-1] 
 

 2.9% of pupils said they normally travel to school by bicycle and 1.6% said that they normally 

scoot or skate to school [Table 4-3, Chart 1-1] 

 

Motorised travel 

42.0% of pupils surveyed in 2012 said that they normally travel to school using only a form of 

motorised transport: 

 22.2% of pupils said that they are normally driven to school [Table 4-3, Chart 1-1] 
 

 18.2% of pupils said that they normally take the bus to school [Table 4-3, Chart 1-1] 
 

 1.7% said that they normally travel to school by taxi [Table 4-3, Chart 1-1] 

 

Multi-mode travel 

In addition to those travelling solely by an active or motorised mode of travel to school, 7.8% of 

pupils said that they normally park and stride to school (i.e. they are driven part of the way to school 

by car and walk the rest of the way) [Table 4-3, Chart 1-1]. 

 

Primary schools compared to secondary schools 

Primary school pupils are more likely to say that they normally travel to school actively, compared to 

secondary school pupils (54.4% of primary compared to 43.5% of secondary pupils): 

 47.8% of primary schools pupils said they normally walk to school compared to 42.2% of 

secondary school pupils [Table 4-5] 
 

 4.1% of primary school pupils said they normally cycle to school compared to 1.1% of 

secondary school pupils
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State schools compared to independent schools 

Independent school pupils are less likely to travel to school in an active way than those in state 

schools (primary, secondary and special education needs (SEN), excluding nursery schools): 

  14.9% of independent school pupils surveyed in 2012 said that they normally walk to school 

compared to 45.6% of state school pupils [Tables 4-4 & 4-5] 
 

  0.8% of independent school pupils said they normally cycle to school, compared to 3.0% of 

state school pupils [Tables 4-4 & 4-5] 
 

 1.1% of independent school pupils said they normally scoot or skate to school, compared to 

1.7% of state school pupils [Tables 4-4 & 4-5] 

A higher proportion of independent school pupils than state school pupils use motorised transport to 

travel to school: 

 42.3% of independent school pupils surveyed in 2012 said they normally travel to school by 

car compared to 21.8% of state school pupils [Tables 4-4 & 4-5] 
 

 27.8% of independent school pupils said they normally travel to school by bus, compared to 

18.0% of state school pupils [Tables 4-4 & 4epend4384( )-4(t)11(o )] TJ
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